A possible role for nonsense suppression in the synthesis of a human cytomegalovirus 58-kDa virion protein.
A 1.6-kb late mRNA originating from the HindIII R fragment of human cytomegalovirus (HCMV) encodes a 58-kDa virion phosphoprotein. Data presented support the hypothesis that this protein may be synthesized via the translational readthrough of an opal termination codon separating two open reading frames located in tandem. To our knowledge this is the first report of nonsense suppression as a means of regulating gene expression in HCMV.